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This publication aims to inform the public of the nature of the hate group known as 
“Anonymous” and the damage it has caused. The documents presented are only 
examples of the harassing tactics used by Anonymous, and by no means purports to 
represent a complete collection of all such tactics.  
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Introduction
A grandmother in Texas, visited by her 

two biracial grandchildren, is plagued by 
abusive phone calls, online harassment and a 
racist flyer posted in her neighborhood.

A 14-year old boy in Pasadena, California, 
who created a “no-cussing” club is deluged 
with hate e-mails and death threats—nearly 
50,000 per day. 

A hip-hop website is hacked and defaced 
with Nazi symbols, fake headlines and 
pictures saturated with racial slurs.

The common denominator in these 
incidents?  “Script kiddies”* and cyber bullies 
calling themselves “Anonymous,” who get their 
kicks from ruining other people’s lives.  

For the past few years, Anonymous has 
mounted hate campaigns against selected 
targets, ranging from massive attacks that 
render websites inaccessible to spreading 
obscenities and degraded imagery on the Net.

  Anonymous members have infested the 
Internet with postings encouraging suicide 
and murder.  They also have engaged in 
cyberterrorism and more conventional forms 
of harassment such as telephone bomb 
threats and vandalism.

According to a YouTube posting from  
an Anonymous member, they are “people 

devoid of any type of soul or conscience,” who 
live in a place “where taboos do not exist” and 
have formed “a nameless, faceless, unforgiving 
mafia.” 

The hatred and violence generated by 
Anonymous is not limited to the virtual world. 
Pekka-Eric Auvinen posted a threat on an 
Anonymous forum before going on a shooting 
rampage, stating he was going to “kill people 
… in the name of anonymous.”  He murdered 
nine people before taking his own life. Jarrad 
Willis, after posting a threat on an Anonymous 
forum to carry out a shopping mall massacre, 
committed suicide the day before he was to 
appear in court on related charges.  

Certain high-profile members of 
Anonymous have come forward with details 
of the group’s behind-the-scenes criminal 
activities. Included in this publication are a 
few excerpts from the story that unfolded.

Their motto could be summed up in these 
words, taken from a  video posted by an 
Anonymous member on YouTube in response 

to a Fox News exposé in July 2007:

the ‘anonymous’ 
hate group

1. Behind the Façade of

“We ruin the lives of other 
people simply because we can.”

* Script kiddie: a derogatory term used to describe those who use malicious scripts and programs developed by others 
to attack computer systems and networks.



How Did Anonymous Begin?

Anonymous was born on an online 

image board called 4chan.org, created 

in 2004.  Anonymous congregated on a 

an online forum known as “/b/”1, where 

nothing is off-limits, including mutilated 

bodies and bestiality. 

Later, some Anonymous members 

moved from 4chan to 7chan because 

4chan had “deprived us of our jailbait,” 

(referring to child pornography).  While 

7chan no longer exists, Anonymous has 

created several other “chan” image boards 

where they post porn, denigrating and 

obscene comments and racial slurs.

In December 2004, Encyclopedia 

Dramatica2 was created, and Anonymous 

material began appearing there. According 

to Wired Magazine, Encyclopedia 

Dramatica is a “wikified lexicon of all 

things /b/.”3

“The Sekrit Code of Anonymous” was 

published on Encyclopedia Dramatica, 

stating: “Anonymous is devoid of 

humanity, morality, pity, and mercy.”

When Anonymous members engage in 

their so-called real-life “raids,” they hide 

behind masks, such as the image of 17th 

century anarchist Guy Fawkes, to conceal 

their identities while infringing upon the 

rights of others.

Anonymous claims to have no leaders,  but 
there is clearly a hierarchy within the group.  
Why do Anonymous members hide behind 
anonymity and pretend to have no leaders?  
It is a convenient facade for perverse and 
sometimes criminal activity on the Internet.

One prominent member and organizer is 
Gregg Housh, who was convicted in 2005 
for conspiracy to violate copyright laws--for 
his part in a software piracy operation.  In 
October 2008 he was ordered by a court 
in Boston to stay away from the Church of 
Scientology, after admitting to disturbing 
religious services.  He was warned that he 
could face incarceration if he further violated 
his probation. 

At least two Anonymous members have 
been convicted for making terrorist threats.  

Other criminal cases are pending.

1. /b/ is a “random” category on 4chan.org, meaning that users can use this forum to post any kinds of images. It can also 
refer to a state of mind typified by /b/.
2. Encyclopedia Dramatica is a collection of obscenities, racist images and anti-Semitic, irreverent postings, sometimes 
referred to as a “spoof” of Wikipedia. 
3. “Mutilated Furries, Flying Phalluses: Put the Blame on Griefers, the Sociopaths of the Virtual World,” Julian Dibbell,  Wired 
Issue 16.02, Jan 18, 2008

Guy Fawkes mask



Stated goal of Anonymous
The following words are taken 

from online postings by Anonymous 
members. While some members may 
claim other goals and intentions, or claim 
these are merely a “joke,” they cannot 
divorce themselves from the hate that 
Anonymous threatens and promotes.

“We will stop at nothing until we’ve 

achieved our goal.  Permanent destruction of 

the identification role.”

“Anything standing in our way, 
doesn’t deserve to live.  We are void of 
human restraints, taught to never forgive.  
Answering the question of who we are 
is a must.  We are Anonymous, indeed.  
Therefore, Expect us.”  

Anonymous doctrine
In a “Message to New Anon from Old 

Anon,” Anonymous members state:

“Some maladjusted Asian shoots up his •	
university, we laugh.  Fifty-thousand die 
in North Korea, we laugh.  AIDS ravages 
a continent, we laugh.”

“We are human nature unencumbered •	
by pointless ethics, foolish moralities or 
arbitrary laws and restrictions.”

“We have no culture, we have no •	
laws, written or otherwise.  We are 
an autonomous collective, each an 
insignificant part of a whole. … We 
do not feel remorse.  We will tear 
you apart from outside and in, we 
have all the time in the world.”

The “Anonymous Manifesto of 
Philosophic Condition” states:

“Right or wrong?  No.  We destroy for •	
destruction’s sake.”

“Welcome to nihilism made manifest •	
in Western Civilization.”

“Strong were the Nazis, who worshiped •	
might and power to destroy.”

“Strong nihilism has emerged in •	
resentment of a superfluous society.”

“Anonymous has achieved a persona. •	
Anthropologists would call it a 
‘death cult.’ We have subjugated our 
individuality for our thirst for hatred. 
... We have shattered lives.”

In short, Anonymous is poisoning the 
Internet with their subversive writings.  

Racism & Religious Hatred
Anonymous has targeted Blacks, Jews 

and Muslims with their hate propaganda. 
They have denigrated people of all faiths 
for their religious beliefs with a barrage of 
demeaning images and obscenities.  

In one instance, Anonymous launched 
an online attack on two popular hip-hop 

“Anonymous is devoid of 
humanity, morality, pity and 
mercy.”



websites, defacing them with swastikas and 
racial slurs against blacks.  The hackers also 

stole personal information on employees of 

one of the sites.

Racist, anti-Semitic and other anti-

religious images and postings abound on 

Anonymous sites.  Some examples are 

included herein; others were so offensive 

they were left out.

Calls for Violent Action, Murder & 
Suicide

Anonymous members have directed 

debased and perverse postings to young 

people, often emotionally vulnerable, 

goading them to take their own lives.   

They have posted photographs and 

instructions online encouraging suicide 

—and murder.  

They have exploited the grief of a family 

who lost a loved one. The parents of a 7th-

grader who shot himself with a rifle were 

bombarded with prank calls for over a year 

concerning his death. Anonymous joked 

about his death, hacked into his MySpace 

page and turned his face into a zombie. 

Anonymous insiders have admitted to 
vandalism, bomb threats, plans to create 
and use pipe bombs and Molotov cocktails 
against the Church of Scientology, and 

other illegal tactics of their hate campaign. 

Even a brief visit to their online forums 

and websites reveals that Anonymous 

is in fact a “death cult” as stated in the 

Anonymous Manifesto.

Who can say how many deaths may have 

resulted from Anonymous postings?

Cyber-Terrorism & Terrorist Threats
Fox News aired a special report 

exposing Anonymous in July 2007, after 

Anonymous hacked a MySpace account 

and plastered it with images of gay 

pornography.  

In response, Anonymous assaulted Fox 

News computers with massive attacks 

from multiple computers, designed to 

overload Fox’s computers and make them 

inaccessible--known as a Distributed 

Denial of Service, or “DDoS” attack.  

In early 2008, Anonymous launched 

141 million malicious hits against Church 

of Scientology websites, in an attempt to 

bring down those sites.  During the same 

period, there were 41 death threats, 56 

bomb and arson threats, 103 other threats 

of violence and 40 incidents of vandalism 

against the Church. One Anonymous 

member now faces criminal charges for 

those DDoS attacks.

The information in this booklet is 

presented with the purpose of informing the 

public and law enforcement of this public 

menace.  



“Over a period of months starting in January 2008, as a ‘member’ of the group 

known as ‘Anonymous,’ I have been involved in concerted efforts to attack the Church 

of Scientology International and other churches of Scientology around the United States 

and elsewhere in the world.  I use the term ‘member’ because although Anonymous is 

not a formal entity, it is nevertheless organized and undertakes actions as an organized 

group. ... The first of the outright attacks on the Church of Scientology was in January 

2008 and was a distributed denial of service (‘DDoS’) attack. ... Scientology was on an 

Anonymous target list because of its religious beliefs.”

“The inner circle of Anonymous was involved in a number of discussions of 

committing domestic terrorism against the Church of Scientology. This included 

discussions about making pipe bombs and using them against the Church. ... We 

discussed what kinds of chemicals would be needed for pipe bombs and what the 

directions were for making pipe bombs. ... we discussed the domestic terrorist activities 

that we were planning, including using pipe bombs and Molotov cocktails  against the 

Church, raids, and DDoS’ing. Illegal acts are discussed and occur frequently.”

“I also know that members of Anonymous have engaged in vandalism including 

spray painting on Church buildings, breaking windows and Anonymous members 

have made bomb threat calls to various Churches of Scientology.”

“Another thing that many Anonymous and I did, was send black faxes to Scientology 

fax machines to harass them and use up their toner.  We were basically looking for 

other means to harass and annoy the Churches since the DDoS attacks were no 

longer possible.  There were hundreds if not thousands of acts of harassment, such as 

massive amounts of harassing telephone calls made to the Churches of  Scientology 

around the world.  Some of these calls made real threats to harm Church members, 

bomb churches and innuendo that the churches would be destroyed.”

2. Anonymous:
in their own worDs



Nazi and Extremist Propaganda:

Anonymous bases their actions on subversive writings, such as Mein Kampf 
and the Communist Manifesto.



Subverting the Internet:

Anonymous promulgates its own “Rules of the Internet,” which it uses to 
corrupt the Internet experience for everyone. 



Anonymous hates all racial minorities, especially African Americans. Its members freely 

use the worst cultural epithets and stereotypes to denigrate Blacks and their culture.  

Anonymous targets their online communities, using phrases reminiscent of the South before 

desegregation and the imposition of equal civil rights.  As their own postings show, its members 

have declared war on African Americans.

Hacking of Habbo Hotel Social Networking Site: 
Habbo Hotel is a social networking website owned and operated by Sulake Corporation. It 

is aimed at teenagers and features virtual chat rooms where users adopt online identities called 

avatars.

In 2006, Anonymous raided Habbo, having all 

of its members adopt avatars of black men in gray 

suits, which they called “Nigras.”

Examples of racist imagery and postings from Anonymous message board

3. Anonymous: 
racism & 
religious hatreD

warning: portions of the enclosed 
information contain material of an 
explicit nature. 



Anonymous used these avatars to overwhelm the site 

and block access to it such as by forming their avatars 

into swastikas or claiming the pool was closed because of 

“AIDS.”

“Streaked with Cruelty” 

Wired Magazine covered the Habbo Hotel “raid” 
by Anonymous (shown below) and other computer 
hacking incidents in an article in September 2008.  
Anonymous was in the news due to an Anonymous 
member hacking into the personal e-mail account 

of Republican vice-presidential candidate Sarah Palin. Wired noted that the harassment 
tactics by Anonymous were “streaked with cruelty.”
 

 





  










































































Fake headlines (“JEWS DID 9/11 – Enjoy This White Wimmenz, N***er”)

Hacking of Urban Culture Websites:
On June 27, 2008, Anonymous launched an online attack on two popular hip-hop music 

websites, defacing them with Nazi symbols and fake headlines. This attack was precipitated by 

a “Call to Arms” on one of Anonymous’ Internet channels, 411chan.org, declaring, “n*****s 

called us out, we have to destroy them,” supplemented with racist imagery.

MTV News.com reported on this incident as follows: 

“Both companies’ sites were hacked, and instead of the usual hip-hop related news articles and 

feature stories, readers were shocked to find fake headlines and obviously photoshopped pictures 

saturated with racial slurs and other offensive terms; the hackers also stole personal information 

about employees of SOHH.com. A group or individual going by the name “Anonymous” has claimed 

responsibility.”  

EncyclopediaDramatica.com, a primary site used by Anonymous members to chronicle the 

activities of 4chan.org and 411chan.org, announced that Anonymous would continue its “fight 

against n*****s”. It stated: 

“Anonymous has no regard for one’s material gains or how “nannified” a racial demographic is – 

Anonymous only exists to destroy. That lesson has been made abundantly clear to SOHH.com. …”

The CEO of SOHH.com issued a statement, saying:

“It appears that hackers are specifically targeting Black, Hispanic, Asian and Jewish youth who 

ascribe to hip-hop culture. ... Other websites, including AllHipHop and DatPiff forums have also been 

compromised or threatened this week....”

The screen shot from SOHH.com (below) shows what the site looked like after Anonymous 

defacement.



Like the Nazi propaganda of the 1930s and 1940s, Anonymous posts caricatures intended 

to denigrate Jews.

Anonymous posting showing hatred of all religions:

The most sacred religious beliefs and the most traumatic collective religious 

experiences are trivialized and debased by Anonymous. Not only is mankind 

ridiculed for any belief or aspiration to something spiritual rather than physical or 

temporal, every spiritual leader, every man, woman, child and God are all reduced 

to the sum of their sexual parts – individually, collectively and obscenely – with 

accompanying visuals, as shown within these pages.

Nazi propaganda photo, 1937Anonymous propaganda

Religious Intolerance & Hatred



Anonymous denigration of Muslims: 

Anonymous also degrades the Islam religion, such as in this image:

Other degraded and 

demeaning images can be found 

in Encyclopedia Dramatica, 

such as a “cartoon” depicting 

the Prophet Muhammad as a 

pedophile.  This has not been 

included due to its extraordinarily 

offensive nature.

Anonymous image taunting Muslims

(“BRB” is Internet slang for “Be right back.)

Anonymous advocating religious intolerance and violence: 



Use of Nazi Symbology:
Use of Nazi symbology to mock and denigrate people for their beliefs or practices, 

and emulation of the Nazi mentality is a thread that runs through Anonymous 

forums and websites.  

Swastikas were used in the Habbo Hotel raid in 2006, and were plastered on 

the hip-hop website, SOHH.comm, in 2008. While Anonymous members may 

claim these are merely “pranks,” the horrors of the Holocaust and the millions who 

suffered or were killed should never be fodder for perverse “amusement.”

In another incident that brought media attention to Anonymous and 4chan, 

members brought a swastika to the top of Google’s “Hot Trends” feature, which 

displays the fastest-rising search terms on the web.  The company issued an apology 

and manually took down the symbol. 

Anonymous members goose-stepping in London, February 2009



violent language
 & imagery

4. Anonymous Use of

Anonymous peppers its message boards with violent pronouncements 

and imagery.  

In its own words, Anonymous describes its method of operation.

warning: portions of the enclosed 
information contain material of an 
explicit nature. 

“We are the face of chaos and the harbingers of judgment. We’ll 

laugh in the face of tragedy. We’ll mock those who are in pain. We ruin 

the lives of other people simply because we can. A man takes out his 

aggression on the cat. We laugh. Hundreds die in a plane crash. We 

laugh. The nation mourns over a school shooting, we laugh. We’re the 

embodiment of humanity with no remorse, no caring, no love, or no 

sense of morality. We only have the desire for more and more. And now 

quite simply you have got our attention.”

(Source: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZ1qi9gz7UU)

Tragically, this disregard for human life and incitement to violence has 

resulted in actual violence, as shown in the following pages.



Calls for Violent Action:
In a discussion on one of its message boards, Anonymous explicitly calls for violence:

Below is another example of Anonymous advocating violence.  Many others exist. However, due 
to the extremely offensive content and graphic details, including rape and murder, they are not 
included within these pages.

Later in the same discussion, a user boasts about and advocates criminal, violent acts:



suiciDes
5. Murders &

Anonymous’ social degradation is available online to virtually anyone with 

a computer. What happens when emotionally unstable people come in 

contact with Anonymous’ brutal brand of sociopathy, such as Anonymous’ online 

instructions on how to commit suicide, can be devastating. 

When 7th-grader Mitchell Henderson from Rochester, Minnesota shot himself 

with a rifle and his mourning classmates created a virtual memory on MySpace, 

Anonymous members on “/b/” (an Internet forum used by Anonymous) began 

making jokes about his death.  Someone hacked Henderson’s MySpace page, 

giving him the face of a zombie.  Mitchell’s parents received phone calls for more 

than a year, with comments such as, “Hi, I’m Mitchell’s ghost, the front door is 

locked.  Can you come down and let me in?”3

Anonymous also lionizes school shooters, which has had disastrous 

consequences when copycats try to garner the attention of the group.

warning: portions of the enclosed 
information contain material of an 
explicit nature. 

Typical Anonymous posting



Instructions to Commit Suicide

Anonymous even goes so far as to post instructions on how the emotionally unstable can 

commit suicide and posts pictures of the results.

Anonymous members have coined the 

words “An Hero” for those who commit 

suicide:

“There is no half/almost/soon An Hero.  

Either you blow your brains out and 

become an An Hero or don’t, but in your 

case, please do.”  (From Encyclopedia 

Dramatica definition of “An Hero.”)



Pekka-Eric Auvinen: The Jokela School Murder/Suicide:
On November 7, 2007, 18-year old Anonymous member, Pekka-Eric 

Auvinen, posted this threat on an Anonymous website, “i’m going to kill 

people at jokela high school today in the name of anonymous,” to which one 

Anonymous member responded immediately, encouraging him to do it. 

Other Anonymous members saw his announcement within seconds but the community 

did not act. To the contrary, Auvinen was spurred on. Hours later Auvinen killed seven 

students, a teacher, a nurse, and then turned the gun on himself and took his own life “in 

the name of anonymous.” Anonymous 

declared him to be a hero.

In a posting signed by Auvinen 

prior to the massacre, he stated: “Not 

all human lives are important or worth 

saving. Only superior (intelligent, 

self-aware, strong-minded) individuals 

should survive while inferior (stupid, 

retarded, weak-minded masses) should 

perish.”     

Pekka-Eric Auvinen in a self-made video, 6 Nov 07, 
www.liveleak.com/view?i=369_1194449557”



The Los Angeles Police Department was 

informed in time to launch a global manhunt 

to prevent a potential copycat massacre 

of one that had happened at an Omaha 

shopping center just two days earlier, where 

eight people had been killed. Willis was 

tracked down in Melbourne, Australia, but 

because of jurisdictional difficulties he was 

unable to be charged with the American 

crime. 

But police uncovered enough other 

evidence to charge Willis with 70 counts 

of criminal libel. On July 8, 2008, the day 

before he was scheduled to appear in court, 

Willis committed suicide. 

Jarrad Willis - Suicide:
On December 5, 2007, 20-year old Anonymous member, 

Jarrad Willis, posted the following message on 4chan.org: 

Jake Willis’ internet posting



terrorist threats
6. Cyber-Terrorism &

Anyone who doesn’t share Anonymous’ twisted world view is open 

to attack.  Members of Anonymous have made terrorist-type threats 

of violence against organizations and individuals. Some have turned out to 

be hoaxes, for which Anonymous members have been arrested and sent to 

prison. Some have had more deadly consequences, as is covered elsewhere. 

Anonymous defaces people’s web pages or social networking sites. 

It overloads and crashes people’s computers with millions of messages 

from robot servers scattered over the Internet. These attacks are called 

Distributed Denial of Service Attacks.  

What follows are a few examples.

Harassment of Fox News:
In July 2007, Fox News aired a special 

report exposing the actions of Anonymous. 

The report covered an attack on a MySpace 

user, whose account had been “hacked” 

into by Anonymous, and plastered with 

images of gay pornography. The MySpace 

user also claimed a virus written by 

Anonymous hackers was sent to him and 

to ninety friends on his MySpace contact 

list, crashing thirty-two of his friends’ 

computers. The report also included “raids” on other Internet communities.

In response, Fox News computers were assaulted with a massive 

Distributed Denial of Service attack. Anonymous issued an even bolder 

statement of their purpose than it ever had previously articulated:

Anonymous Video — July 2007
/www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZ1qi9gz7UU)



Dear Fox News, 

It has come to our unfortunate attention that both the name and nature of anonymous has 

been ravaged as if it were a whore in a back alley and then placed on display for the public eye 

to behold. 

Allow me to say quite simply, you completely missed the point of who and what we are. 

Unfortunately for you this is not some secret club where we gather in the clubhouse swapping 

old porn magazines and Daddy’s Everclear. This is not some Internet gang of pale nerds who will 

spend everything attempting to break into your computer. This is not some group of desperate 

and depraved individuals who are looking to ruin everyone else’s lives because their own are 

pathetic. We are what you, deep down inside, want to do to your wife when she doesn’t make 

you dinner when you come home. We’re what you deep down inside, want to be, when you find 

your 14 year old daughter sleeping with her 27 year old boyfriend. We’re what you, deep down 

inside, wish you could be when your wife cheats on you, when your son hates you, when your 

daughter leaves you, when the lawyers’ bills whine on you, when your boss ridicules you. We’re 

what you could never be. We are everyone and we are no one. We are Anonymous. We are 

legion. We do not forgive. We do not forget. 

We are the face of chaos and the harbingers of judgment. We’ll laugh in the face of tragedy. 

We’ll mock those who are in pain. We ruin the lives of other people simply because we can. A 

man takes out his aggression on the cat. We laugh. Hundreds die in a plane crash. We laugh. 

The nation mourns over a school shooting, we laugh. We’re the embodiment of humanity with no 

remorse, no caring, no love, or no sense of morality. We only have the desire for more and more. 

And now quite simply you have got our attention. 

Signed Anonymous. 



Attack of Online Epilepsy Support Forum:
On March 29, 2008 Anonymous assaulted an on-line support forum for epileptics 

(Epilepsy Foundation of America), posting flashing computer images designed to 

trigger epileptic seizures. Following the attacks, Anonymous boasted about it and 

planned other attacks against emotionally disturbed people.

Anonymous described the online attack on the Epilepsy Foundation website as 

“mostly win,” with one regret:

“But there was one glaring failure, in that nobody died from our attacks.”



Attacks on Scientology Churches:
On January 17, 2008, Anonymous declared its intention to destroy the Church 

of Scientology with stated motives including, “their own enjoyment.” Immediately 

following that declaration, Churches of Scientology and Scientologists began receiving 

death threats, bomb threats and hundreds of harassing faxes and phone calls daily.

To date, Anonymous’ hate crimes against the Church of Scientology  
and its members include:

z  41 death threats including against the President of the Church of Scientology 
International. 

z  56 bomb and arson threats including one to simultaneously detonate bombs in 
every U.S. church. 

z  Mailing envelopes with a powder resembling anthrax to 19 Southern California 
churches. 

z 103 threats of other violence. 

z  40 incidents of vandalism, including attempting to set fire to the Los Angeles 
church.

z 3.6 million harassing emails. 

z  141 million malicious hits against Church websites, in an attempt to bring down 
those sites.

These attacks have resulted in multiple criminal investigations by local law 

enforcement and two federal investigations into Anonymous and its members for 

their hate crimes and terrorism. 



     On October 17, 2008, the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Central District of California 

announced that a New Jersey man was charged with attacking Church of  Scientology 

websites.  The 19-year old man, a member of Anonymous, plead guilty to computer 

hacking for his role in the distributed denial of service (DDOS) attack against the 

Church.  He faces up to 10 years in federal prison.  Also in October 2008, court-ordered 

restraining orders were issued against two Anonymous members, one in Los Angeles 

and another in Boston, as a result of their harassment of Scientology churches and 

Scientologists.

Press release from the U.S. Attorney’s Office concerning the guilty plea: 

NEWS
RELEASE

For Immediate Distribution

May 11, 2009

Thomas P. O’Brien
United States Attorney

Central District of California

Thom Mrozek, Public Affairs Officer
(213) 894-6947

thom.mrozek@usdoj.gov

www.usdoj.gov/usao/cac

NEW JERSEY MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO LAUNCHING ATTACK

THAT SHUT DOWN CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY WEBSITES

NEWARK, New Jersey – A New Jersey man pleaded guilty today to his role

in a cyber attack on Church of Scientology websites in January 2008 that rendered

the websites unavailable.

Dmitriy Guzner, 19, of Verona, New Jersey, pleaded guilty to computer

hacking charges originally filed in Los Angeles for his role in the distributed denial

of service (DDOS) attack against the Scientology websites. A DDOS attack occurs

where a large amount of malicious Internet traffic is directed at a website or a set

of websites. The target websites are unable to handle the high volume of Internet

traffic and therefore become unavailable to legitimate users.

According to the criminal information filed last year in United States District

Court in Los Angeles, Guzner participated in the attack because he considered

himself a member of an underground group called “Anonymous,” a group that has

led protests against the Church of Scientology at various locations across the

country.

Guzner is scheduled to be sentenced by United States District Judge

Joseph A. Greenaway Jr. on August 24. As a result of today’s guilty plea, Guzner

faces a statutory maximum penalty of 10 years in federal prison.

This case was investigated by the Los Angeles Field Office Electronic

Crimes Task Force, which includes the United States Secret Service, the Federal



Broken windows at a Church of 
Scientology in Denver, Colorado

Vandalism at a Church of Scientology in San Jose, California

Pictures of some of the vandalism at Scientology Churches:

Broken windows at a Church of 
Scientology in Hamburg, Germany

Damage from BB gun shots at 
Bridge Publications in Los Angeles

Shattered window at Church of 
Scientology of  Los Feliz (Los Angeles)

Vandalism at a Church of Scientology in Auckland, New Zealand



“Hello leaders of Scientology. We are an elite Anonymous. 

“On the 13th of March 2008 at approximately 12:01 p.m. GSM [sic] one 5 kilogram 

pack of nitroglycerin will detonate in the Churches of Scientology across the United States 

of America and land under the power of the Commonwealth government. These explosives 

will be implanted in the most logical, however hidden location in each Church. Scientologists 

have brought this upon themselves. For over half a century the Scientology cult has been an 

abomination to the word church. For over a half a century the Scientology cult has used its 

religion status to avoid tax exemption. 

“For over half a century the Scientology cult has ridiculed those who do not follow, gave in or 

left those beliefs of Scientology. And for over half a century the cult has taken all mass rallies as 

a joke. 

“This will be the world’s biggest terrorist attack on a religion. Lives will be lost. Vengeance to 

the families of lives you have destroyed will be made.

YouTube video posted on 13 February 2008

One of the Death Threats Received by the Church of Scientology:

“A separate personal attack on Heber Jentzsch will be launched on the 13th of March 2008 

at an undisclosed time. His execution along with the deaths of other countless Scientologists will 

strike fear into the hearts of every member of this cult. Knowledge is free. We are Anonymous. 

We are legion. We do not forgive. We do not forget.”



Jake Brahm – Terrorist Threat:
On October 22, 2006, 22-year old Anonymous 

member, Jake Brahm, posted a threat on Anonymous 

website 4chan.org to detonate seven dirty bombs in football 

stadiums in seven different cities. Brahm was caught, tried 

and convicted before the plot was carried out. On June 5th, 

2008, Brahm was sentenced to six months in prison. As 

part of his sentence he will also have to serve six months 

of house arrest and pay $26,750 in restitution; $18,000 to 

the Cleveland Browns and $8,750 to the New Jersey Sports 

and Exposition Authority, which owns Giants Stadium.

Jeremie Dalin – Terrorist Threat:
In June 2008 Jeremie Dalin, 17, of Fox River Grove, Illinois, was convicted of making a 

threat against blacks and athletes at Adlai E. Stevenson High School. Prior to his arrest in 

October 2007, he had spread hate messages in various places on the Internet as well as on 

4chan.org, where his messages were accompanied by a photo of a shotgun and two shotgun 

shells. Dalin wrote that he was tired of being picked on and contemplated suicide. It went on 

to say that he intended to take matters into his own hands on October 31 and seek revenge at 



Adlai E. Stevenson High School, a neighboring school. The 

threat specifically targeted athletes and blacks.

On August 15, 2008, Dalin was sentenced to two years 

of felony probation. He was barred from using the Internet 

except for school/work purposes and has to serve 300 

hours of community work. Dalin was also sentenced to 

“write an autobiography citing what he learned during 

this experience and then 

talk to younger students 

about it.” (http://www.

suburbanchicagonews.com)

Trey Burba – Terrorist 
Threat:

On September 11, 2007, 

15-year old Anonymous member, Trey Burba, posted a threat on an Anonymous website along 

with photos of pipe bombs threatening to detonate Pflugerville High School .  (*/b/ is an image 

board on 4chan.org where Anonymous members congregate.) Burba was tracked down and 

arrested before the plot was carried out. 

Daily Herald | Teen convicted in Stevenson threat case, could get 15 years http://www.dailyherald.com/story/print/?id=206437

1 of 2 6/27/2008 3:22 PM

Teen convicted in Stevenson threat case, could get 15 years
By Tony Gordon | Daily Herald Staff

Published: 6/12/2008 12:09 AM

A Lake County jury deliberated about two hours Wednesday before deciding a posting on a Web site constituted a 
threat against Stevenson High School.

Jeremie Dalin, 17, was convicted of falsely making a terrorist threat for an item he admits he put on a message 
board that features off-beat discussions. He faces up to 15 years in prison when he is sentenced July 17.

Dalin showed no reaction when the verdict was read, but his parents, who were seated behind him in the 
courtroom, both began to weep.

Dalin, a former Barrington High School student, testified Wednesday that the message, which said that "many will 
die on 10/31" at Adlai E. Stevenson High School, was a work of fiction designed specifically for the message 
board.

Dalin said the site features discussions of violence, rape, inflicting injury and racial slurs that are viewed as 
humorous.

He said his goal when he posted the message Oct. 29 was to create something so outrageous that it would spark 
a multitude of responses.

By doing so, Dalin said, he hoped his posting would stay on the "top page" of the site, showing that it was the most 
popular item of the current discussion.

He said he had no idea there was a Adlai E. Stevenson High School less than 15 miles from his home in Fox River
Grove and simply took the name from a list of schools he found on the Web.

However, a Stevenson student saw the posting and informed school officials, while the FBI and Lincolnshire police 
also investigated the incident.

Dalin admitted he had posted the message of concern but said he never intended for it to be taken seriously.

"We all know that after the fact he said it was a joke," Assistant State's Attorney Mary Stanton said in her closing 
argument.

"Ladies and gentlemen, guess what: There is no 'just kidding' defense."

But defense attorney Michael Levinsohn argued that the eight women and four men on the jury needed to consider
the fact that by posting on that particular message board, Dalin was speaking to a particular group.

"It appears the people who go to this Web site think these things are funny," Levinsohn said. "That is Jeremie's 
audience."

He said messages such as the one Dalin posted are part and parcel of the discussions at the site and that similar 
messages are posted and discussed there daily.

Levinsohn told the jurors that his client could have been much more to the point if he was interested in making a 
threat.

"He did not post this at the school, he did not write it on the bathroom wall," Levinsohn said. "If someone was 



News story on Trey Burba, 
who posted a threat on an 
Anonymous forum stating 
he would be detonating two 
pipe bombs at Pflugerville 
High School, and then 
charge the building armed 
with assault weapons.

Burba was arrested and 
charged with making a 
terrorist threat.  He was 
sentenced to three months 
of house arrest.

Virginia Terrorism Threat Assessment

According to the 2009 Terrorism Threat Assessment from the Department of State Police 

Virginia Fusion Center, Anonymous is “the most likely domestic threat.”  The document stated 

that Anonymous “uses forums in which they target individuals by engaging in cyber attacks and 

has also been affiliated with white powder incidents.”



Sampling of media 
concerning incidents 
of hate campaigns 
& racist, terrorist 
and murder threats 
by members of 
Anonymous.

The Associated Press: Former clerk gets 6-months for stadium attack hoax http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5hV1ek0MUR2KKr0dXW-UbLRc7...
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Former clerk gets 6-months for stadium attack
hoax
By JEFFREY GOLD – Jun 5, 2008

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — A former grocery clerk must serve six months in federal prison for
making bogus Internet postings warning of terrorist attacks against NFL stadiums, a judge
ruled Thursday.

Jake Brahm must also serve six months under house arrest following his prison term and 
repay $26,750 incurred in extra security costs at two of the stadiums.

U.S. District Judge Jose L. Linares said Brahm, 22, conducted a "sick" hoax.

"People have to know they can't go around posting these things on the Internet," Linares 
said, adding that it scares the public and can expose weaknesses in security responses.

Brahm, of Wauwatosa, Wis., entered a guilty plea in February and faced a prison term of six 
to 12 months under federal sentencing guidelines. His lawyer had sought probation.

Brahm said his postings were not meant to be taken seriously and that he placed them on 
4chan.org, a Web site he described as "outrageous."

"The story I wrote was not intended to be malicious and I didn't intend to deceive anyone," 
Brahm told the judge, at times stumbling during a seven-minute statement.

Prosecutor L. Judson Welle, however, said Brahm intended "to create a stir," reposting the 
same message over 40 times during a four-week period in fall 2006.

Brahm's posting, repeated from September to Oct. 18, 2006, said so-called dirty bombs 
would be detonated at seven stadiums having games on Oct. 22, 2006 in Miami, Atlanta, 
Seattle, Houston, Oakland, Cleveland and New York City. He admitted that the reference to 
New York City was intended to indicate Giants Stadium in East Rutherford, N.J.

The posting added that the stadium explosions would be praised by Osama bin Laden as 
"America's Hiroshima" and spark global conflicts.

When another Web site visitor reposted the message on more mainstream sites and the 
news media learned of the ensuing investigation and emergency response, Welle said 
Brahm bragged in a posting, "This is the most epic win ever."

Welle called much of 4chan's content "inane," saying it ranged from running jokes to images 
of kittens, pornography and violence.

Brahm's lawyer, Walter A. Lesnevich, urged leniency for an "unsophisticated kid" who was 
immersed in the Web site's culture.

"There's this odd community of people who go on this Web site. He's the poster boy of what 
can go wrong," Lesnevich told the judge.

Brahm said he cooperated immediately when approached by police at the grocery store 
where he worked. "I tried my best to undo the harm I caused," he said.

A federal prosecutor agreed, but argued that Brahm was thrilled when police arrived, tossing 
his clipboard to the ground, shouting, "Yes!" and raising his arms in celebration.

Brahm pleaded guilty to willfully conveying false information that the stadiums would be 
attacked by terrorists with weapons of mass destruction and "radiological dispersal devices."

He must repay $18,000 to the Cleveland Browns and $8,750 to the New Jersey Sports & 
Exposition Authority, which operates Giants Stadium. Welle said other stadiums had extra 
costs because of the hoax but were unable to complete their paperwork in time for the 
sentencing.

On the Net:

Related News

Ex-Grocery Clerk Gets 6 Months 
for NFL Stadium Attack Hoax
FOXNews - Jun 5, 2008

4Chan Stadium Threat Hoaxer 
Sentenced
Security Pronews - Jun 6, 2008

six months in prison for Internet 
stadium threat
New York Daily News - Jun 6, 
2008

Full coverage »

Map data ©2008 NAVTEQ™ - Terms of Use
















































 

 


 





















































































   
























 

 

 

7. What the Press
has reporteD




































 

 

Fox News show on Cyberbullies, February 22, 2008:

“Cyberbullies are now meeting in secret and planning their attacks.
They sexually harassed this 13-year-old girl, urging her to strip online....
“One insider told us how a group of bullies connected online and went after that 13-year-
old. ‘They just kept pulling and pushing and prodding ....’ 
“And he says the same group went after this 9-year-old girl on YouTube, targeting her just 
because of her voice.  They even encouraged her to commit suicide.  This site called ‘/b/
rothas’ is one of many virtual planning rooms where they share ideas and potential targets.”



Fox News show on MySpace Attacks, November 15, 2007:

“Cyberbullies. Some hackers have found a way to turn tens of thousands of 
MySpace pages into their own personal pounding board.

“It’s an unprecedented attack on MySpace, a social networking website with over 
100 million users.  ‘I am one.  I am many.’  That’s the message the attackers have 
left. 

“Hacking into 70,000 MySpace accounts, using stolen passwords. 

“Personal information on MySpace pages altered with racist and obscene messages, 
most too graphic to be used on TV.  There are threats of rape with the line, ‘I’ll 
probably cut up your pretty face.’ There are references to swastikas and Nazis, 
invitations to join the KKK.”



8. Anti-Gay
propaganDa
Anonymous hates gays. In postings on the Internet, Anonymous refers to 

homosexuality as a mental illness, classified under diseases and disorders.  It states 

that Arabic laws punishing gay people are the only thing the Arabs do better than the 

West. It taunts people for being “queers,” “fags,” or “faggots” and, as reported by Fox 

News in July 2007, has used images of gay sex to harass people. Its members taunt each 

other with obscene and pejorative references to homosexuals.  

Anonymous targets gays with denigrating descriptions of their sexuality, while 

showing graphic pictures of men having sex with each other and objects, and 

pornographic pictures of distended anuses called “goatse”.

warning: portions of the 
accompanying information contain 
material of an explicit nature. 

“F*** America you fags and ni**ers”

“I have an honest question for all you gay /btards. 
I know there are a lot of you, infact most of you are 
f***ing faggots...”

Anti-gay Anonymous postings found on 4chan



“Shia LeBeouf — A Jew, whose name translated into Hebrew and French means ‘Thank 
God for the Beef’. Keeps getting work because he buttf***s Michael Bay and all the other Jews 
in Hollywood. Soon Mel Gibson will destroy him.”

“Nowadays because of f***ing liberals and hippies, every straight person has to love and 
accept fags. If you ever punch a fag, it is a hate crime instead of just them being an annoying 
piece of s***. Anyone who dislikes fags is considered a homophobe because it’s inconceivable 
that you would dislike them for a reason other than being scared of them. Gay-loving cities 
affectionately refer to themselves as ‘free-zones’‹a horrible misnomer considering you are not 
free to say anything mean about fags, and you are forced to pretend to like them.”

(http://encyclopediadramatica.com/Fag)

Excerpts taken from definitions of “fag” and “homosexuality” by Anonymous, 
found on Encyclopedia Dramatica:


















 

 

 

pornography
9. Anonymous use of 

Anonymous floods their image boards and forums with hardcore pornographic 

images. 

Users of Anonymous’ forums devoted to attacking Scientology, post pornographic 

pictures with their postings, such as photographs showing one man inserting his penis in 

the eye socket of a human skull, another doing the same with a cow skull, men copulating 

with animals, and worse. These have not been included here due to their disgusting nature. 

Anonymous denigrates women with their imagery combining sex with violent and 

bloody carnage.

In one of their forums, a thread called “Jailbabe,” Anonymous shows a variety of semi-

naked girls – some appearing to be very young – in obscene positions. 

Anonymous website 
promoting pornography



Anonymous discussion boards 



 



 



 



 



 




 




 


 



 



 







 

 

(“CP” refers to “child porn” and “moar pr0n” refers to “more porn.”)

Anonymous posting 
on Encyclopedia 
Dramatica.  “Jailbait” 
here refers to child 
porn. 



anonymous terms
10. Glossary of

What follows is a glossary of terms used by Anonymous. Because 

many of these terms are slang invented by Anonymous or their 

cohorts, the definitions have been taken from their own writings. These 

are in italics.

4chan: 1. Short for www.4chan.org. This is 
an image board that originally hosted Japanese 
animated images. It is a favorite site of Anonymous. 
Anonymous defines 4chan as follows: 1. You have 
just entered the very heart, soul, and life force of 
the Internet. This is a place beyond sanity, wild 
and untamed. There is nothing new here. “New” 
content on 4chan is not found; it is created from 
old material. Every interesting, offensive, shocking, 
or debate inspiring topic you’ve seen elsewhere has 
been posted here ad infinitum. We are the reason 
for “not safe for work”. We are the anonymous 
army. Cross us and you will fail. Anonymous is 
everywhere. You depend on us every day. We bag 
your groceries, we fix your computers. Anonymous 
sees you before you see him. Sitting at desks 
around the world right now is a nameless, faceless, 
unforgiving mafia composed of the best of the best. 

We are 4channers, the people devoid of any 
type of soul or conscience, products of cynicism 
and apathy, spreading those very sentiments daily. 
Anonymous is the hardened war veteran of the 
internet. He does not forgive or forget. We have 
seen things that defy explanations. Heard stories 
that would make any god-fearing, law abiding 
citizen empty their stomach where they stand. We 
have experienced them multiple times and eagerly 
await their return. 

4chan is a place of sheer genius and utter 
stupidity, and there is often a thin line dividing the 
two. Here you will see a state of mind that exists 
in most human beings, but is rarely if ever shown. 
This is a place where taboos do not exist. 4chan 

cannot simply be regarded as a simple website 
or image board. It is so much more than code. 
4chan is alive and constantly changing. This is a 
subculture, a self-governing sect of the world, rich 
in history and foundation. To become a 4chan user 
is to speak a different language. To leave behind 
any methods of conventional thinking you once 
knew. 

There are things here that you will not 
understand and things you never will understand. 
If you cannot accept this then GTFO [get the f*** 
out] now, because there is no turning back. 

4chan: 2. [Anonymous definition]The sphincter of 
the Internet. Where integrity goes to die.

Anime: A style of animation that originated and 
is still heavily centered in Japan. The word anime 
is based on the original Japanese pronunciation of 
the American word ‘animation.’ The stereotype of 
the anime style are characters with large eyes and 
hairstyles that are very colorful and exotic. The 
plots of the cartoons range from very immature, 
through teenage level, to mature (violence, content, 
thick plot). The classification of hentai is given to 
animes of a strong sexual nature.

/b/: A “random” category on 4chan.org, 
meaning that users can use this forum to post any 
kinds of images. It can also refer to a state of mind 
typified by /b/.

BBS: BBS is an acronym for Bulletin Board 
System, which were old time computer networks. 



Each was privately owned, and you are required to 
dial in order to connect. One could share text files/
pictures. The first went up in 1978, and reached 
its peak in 1996 with over 5000 systems in the 
USA alone. They were essentially killed off by the 
Internet. Today, there are about 75 free dial-up 
BBS’s left in the USA.

Blog: Short for weblog, a single person’s journal 
posted to a website.

BRB: Acronym for “be right back.”

Chan: “Chan,” usually used in the plural as 
“chans,” can refer to the large array of English-
language websites that were inspired by the 
Japanese image board 2channel. The largest and 
most influential of the “chans” is the popular 
website 4chan, although there are many other 
similar websites such as 7chan, 420chan, 
wakachan, iichan, not4chan, gurochan, fchan, 
sidechan, renchan, and so on.

Chanology: (Project Chanology) This is 
Anonymous’ name for a series of attacks on the 
Church of Scientology by Anonymous members of 
4chan. 

Copypasta: A derogatory term for forum posts 
which contain a direct or nearly direct copy-and-
paste of posts from older forum discussions, or 
other material, often accompanied by an attempt to 
pass off the contents as new and original.

DDOS: Distributed Denial-Of-Service: Form of 
electronic attack involving multiple computers, which 
send repeated HTTP** requests or pings* to a server 
to load it down and render it inaccessible for a period 
of time. 

[*ping = “Packet Inter-Networking Groper.” 
PING can be used as a command in MS-DOS. 
Early computer programmers used this acronym 
because of its similarities to a SONAR ping. A 
computer ping will send a packet of data from one 
computer to another to measure the time it takes 
for information to be sent and received. Pinging a 
computer can also help diagnose problems within 
networked computer systems.]

[**HTTP = hyper text transfer protocol]

Digg: A site created by former TechTV host, 
Kevin Rose, that uses a very unique feature to 
get all its tech news content, all the news its 
user submitted and promoted to the front page 
by people clicking the digg icon next to a story. 
When a story gets a certain amount of diggs it is 
promoted to the front page and everyone who visits 
the site will see it.

Ebaum: A verb, Anonymous defines as stealing 
something and claiming it as your own. Based on 
the actions of Eric Bauman, owner of the website 
eBaumsworld.com, who, Anonymous contends, 
steals his content from other people and claims it 
as his own.

Ecchi: Softcore hentai. Often includes panty-
shots, nudity, or perverted situations. Ecchi does 
not depict actual sex acts.

Emo: A teen subculture of people defined by 
their style of dress (all black, black lipstick, very 
long hair in front and closely cropped on the 
sides) and their attitudes about life (usually angst). 
Anonymous hates members of this subculture and 
encourages them to commit suicide.

Facebook: An online network originally created 
for students, but now open to anyone. Users make 
up their own profiles which include a picture, 
name, birth date, interests, and classes. They can 
then search for other students at their university or 
another university that has the Facebook. 

FTFY: Originally means “fixed that for you.” It 
also works as a double meaning for “f*** this f*** 
you.” It’s only used in that derivative in closed 
circles to confuse those that aren’t in “the know” 
and is usually used in cases when two parties argue 
over something innately idiotic that has no logical 
outcome.

Goatse: A disgusting picture of a man stretching 
his anus extremely wide. Anonymous sends an 
image of this to people it harasses. They also use it 
as a threat, as in “prepare for goatse”, intended to 
suggest that what is depicted in the photo will be 
done to an individual against his or her will. 

GTFO: An acronym for “get the f*** out.”

     Guy Fawkes mask: The mask worn by 



members of Anonymous depicts British Anarchist 
Guy Fawkes. It is worn by the lead character in 
the movie V for Vendetta. The use of this mask 
originated in Anonymous message boards as a 
stick figure character called “Epic Fail Guy.” Guy 
Fawkes, who failed in his attempt to blow up 
English parliament in 1606 and was drawn and 
quartered, is considered to be a monumental 
failure, or in Anonymous’ language “Epic Fail.” 
Anonymous used the image to announce when 
someone or something was about to be ruined, or 
had failed utterly. 

Ultimately, Epic Fail Guy graduated from 
being a stick figure to the actual Guy Fawkes 
mask. It has been the pervasive symbol for 
Anonymous since.

Habbo: (Habbo Hotel) A social networking 
website owned and operated by Sulake Corporation. 
It is aimed at teenagers and features chat rooms.

Hentai: Hentai is animated pornography 
showcasing women who have better bodies than 
any real women and men with enormous penises.

IHBT: Acronym for “I have been told.”

IHTB: Acronym for “I hate that bitch.”

IRC: (Internet Relay Chat) is a chat protocol 
initially developed as a means of communication 
back in the days of BBS (Bulletin Board System). 

Clients connect to a specified server which is 
part of a collection of servers known as an IRC 
network. If a client is to send a message to a user 
on a different server within the same IRC network, 
the message is relayed between the servers and 
then to the other client. IRC is a text only means of 
communication. Non-text communications or files 
are sent via IRC’s file transfer protocol, known as 
DCC. 

Loli: 1) short for lolicon; 2) an underage child, 
often depicted in sexual poses in hentai animated 
movies or images.

Lolicon: A term that originated on Japanese 
image boards meaning Lolita complex, after the 
novel (and two movies) in which a 12 year-old girl 
engages in sexual relations with an older man. The 
abbreviated ‘complex’ generally uses the ending -n 

rather than -m. 

The term typically refers to pornographic art, 
anime or otherwise, of females aged between 12 
and 16, and also to people attracted to such girls. 
Child pornography is sometimes called lolicon. 

Lol: The original definition was “laughing out 
loud” (also written occasionally as “lots of laughs”), 
used as a brief acronym to denote great amusement 
in chat conversations. 

Lulz: Beginning as a plural variant of lol 
[laughing out loud], Lulz was originally an 
exclamation but is now often used as a noun 
meaning interesting or funny Internet content. 
According to Anonymous, Lulz is the one good 
reason to do anything, from trolling to rape. 

Meme: An idea, belief or belief system, or 
pattern of behavior that spreads throughout a 
culture either vertically by cultural inheritance (as 
by parents to children) or horizontally by cultural 
acquisition (as by peers, information media, and 
entertainment media).

Mudkip: A Pokemon creature. Pokemon 
is an extremely popular video game franchise 
that started in Japan in 1995 by Satoshi Tajiri. 
Within 10 years of releasing many games in the 
series, Pokemon influenced and became a part 
of Japanese, American, and even worldwide pop 
culture. The concept of Pokemon is to travel to 
various cities and routes, catching and collecting 
creatures called Pokemon, battling with them, and 
making them your partner. 

OMG: Abbreviation for the popular exclamation 
“Oh my God!” (generally used in conversations to 
exclaim surprise or disgust).

OP/ITT: Acronym for “Original poster in this 
forum thread.”

Partyvan: A nickname for the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. This was a term coined through 
several popular image boards, particularly 
4Chan, following a comic strip that depicted an 
Anonymous user opening his door after being told 
that there was a party van outside. Immediately 
afterwards he is attacked by several agents. The 
term is often used as a warning against illegal 



activities on the Internet.

Project Chanology: A series of attacks launched 
against the Church of Scientology by Anonymous 
members.

Pwn: The act of dominating an opponent 
and having a skillful advantage over someone or 
something. Originally, a mispelling of the word 
“own.”

Rickroll: To post a misleading link with a subject 
that promises to be interesting, but turns out to 
be the video for Rick Astley’s debut single, “Never 
Gonna Give You Up”. Popularized from excessive 
use on 4chan and certain Internet gaming forums.

ROFL: An Internet acronym for “rolling on floor 
laughing.” 

ROFLMAO: An Internet acronym for “rolling on 
floor laughing my ass off”.

Thread: On a message board, the inside of a 
topic revealing all the messages. Original messages 
and all responses to it are organized into threads. 
Users can click on the screen to see either the 
original message, or the entire thread of responses.

Troll: One who posts a deliberately provocative 
message to a newsgroup or message board with 
the intention of causing maximum disruption and 
argument.
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